
“The number of available applications that rely on cloud technologies has 
grown to the point that few education institutions do not make some use of 

the cloud, whether as a matter of policy or not...”

 - 2014 Horizon Report, K-12 Edition, p. 36
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Michael Stevenson 
Michael is a lecturer in 
the School of Education 
at Macquarie University. 
Since commencing 
his teaching career in 
2001, he has taught 
English, ESL, Music and 
Technology in secondary 
schools across northern 
and western Sydney. In addition to teaching, 
he worked as Leader of Learning Technologies 
in the secondary Catholic system Diocese of 
Parramatta, facilitating the implementation of 
learning management systems, technology 
mentoring, 1-1 programs and ICT-curriculum 
alignment. As a researcher, Michael has worked 
on a range of technology-related research 
projects with Education Services Australia, 
the Australian Independent Schools Network 
(AIS) and Department of Education (DoE). His 
doctoral study explores the role of technology-
enabled Personal Learning Networks in teacher 
professional learning.

Google Apps for Education is a powerful suite of online applications and tools that 
enable twenty-first century productivity, sharing and collaboration. With Google Apps 
available to all teachers and students in NSW Department of Education schools, now 
is an excellent time to become familiar with the tools and explore how they can best 
be used to enhance learning in your classroom. This course is intended for beginners 
with little or no experience in using Google Apps for Education.

This indroductory level course is comprised of two parts - a workshop day 
(5.5hrs) and a follow-on component (4.5hrs).

In the workshop, participants will be introduced to the most common 
applications - including Docs, Sheets, Slides and Drive - in a supportive 
environment where beginner-level skills are consolidated through hands-
on activities. These activities include the use of Google Docs to scaffold 
brainstorming and collaborative writing, Google Sheets for recording, sharing, 
interpreting and visualising simple datasets, Google Slides for media-rich 
class presentations and Google Drive for storing, organising and sharing 
data in the cloud. Participants examine and build upon case studies of best 
practice across a range of Stages and KLAs.  

The follow-on component for this course is an opportunity for you to take 
what you learned during the workshop and apply it to your own context. For 
the follow-on, participants will :

>> design and deliver a lesson using one or more of the Google Apps for 
Education

>> share their lesson to an online community & interact with other 
teachers

>> complete a personal reflection piece and a course survey. 
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